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What is AMI?
AMI stands for Area Median Income. 

It is calculated and released every year by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Development (HUD).

AMI is the combined average household income for the full New York 
City metropolitan area. This includes the incomes of residents in the 
all five boroughs, along with surrounding counties like Westchester, 

Putnam, Fairfield, and Rockland.

AMI sets the rent of a subsidized residential unit and what households 
can qualify for that rent level. To calculate AMI you need both your total 

household income and household size.

ANHD’s AMI Cheat Sheet is a general guide. It does not report exact rents, 
household income, or share of New York City population for any New York 
City region AMI level. Actual numbers may vary and should be looked up 
using New York City’s Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
(HPD) resource tool. 

*High Income is not an actual affordable housing category and is used 
here simply for labeling purposes.

†Household incomes are calculated from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) calculation of the 2017 Area 
Median Income (AMI) of the New York City region using a 3-person 
household size and 50% AMI as the base. Rents are calculated as 
what is affordable to the corresponding income as 30% of monthly 
income. 

‡Share of New York City Population is calculated using the 2015 
American Community Survey (most up to date data available) Table 
B19001 and prorated to correspond to the approximate AMI income band.
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This chart shows the share of the 
New York City population 

of each income bracket.


